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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
 Wednesday November 14th 2018 at Boulevard Caf® & Grill, Peta-
luma.  If you need directions please call one of the club Officers 
 
 6pmð- Social Hour in the Lounge 
 7pm ð Dinner and Meeting 
 8pm -- Program 
" 

Hiroki, AH6CY, will tell a story of a QRP spy radio affectionately known 

as the Paraset by those who built it and used it behind the enemy lines 

during WWII and by hams who have been building its replica in the post-

WWII era. It is a unique radio because it is a minimalist transceiver with 

absolutely no frills and you can still build it today and use it on ham 

bands. Hiroki will show you how with his own home-brewed  replicas.ò  

Club Officers: 
     

PRESIDENT: 

 Gabe Krupa, KJ6AZU 

 PO BOX 750273 
 Petaluma, CA 94975  
 needemail.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

(+CC) Jim Selmi, N6JS 

 7470 Monique Place 

 Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
 jselmi@hotmail.com  
 

SECRETARY: 

           Saraj Cory, KU6F 

  3275 Dutton Ave 
 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
  ku6f@arrl.net  

 

(+Web) Doug Bender, WW6D       
 3638 Hemlock Ct 
 Santa Rosa, CA 95403  

 ww6d@arrl.net 
 

TREASURE: 

 Bill, Zaner W6IYS  

 4661 Valley Quail Ln 
 Santa Rosa, CA 95401  

 

DIRECTORS: 

 Josh Fiden, W6XU 

 w6xu@arrl.net  

 

 Alan Eshleman K6SRZ 

 doctore@well.com  

 Bill, WX6B (PP) 

 billys95404@yahoo.com  

EDITOR: Alan, K6SRZ 

 REDXA Presidentõs Commentary 

Volume XL  

Visit our Web Site at http://www.redxa.com/ 

Number X and XI   

 I always enjoy seeing another antenna tower go up.  Elsewhere in this 
issue youôll find photos of Jimôs (K6JS) new tower.  We had a few chal-
lenges and issues as one can see.  Best to check things out when itôs on 
the ground.  It was put to good use for CQP and I think the owner is 
happy with his score and Ducie contacts this week.  Whoôs next?   I 
think Terry T needs to step up and get going now. 
Iôll miss the November meeting but look forward to seeing everyone in  
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Presidentôs Commentary (cont.) 

in December.  As a reminder we do have issues getting folks to step up and take on the administrative positions 
in the club.  I worry about this for good reasons so if youôre on the fence thereôs plenty of help to assist in the 
Pres, VP, secretary and treasurer slots.  I donôt want to see the club slowly diminishing.   If attendance and par-
ticipation decline we might need to look at future changes.  73, Bill 

Welcome Jim Selmi, K6JS,  to the ranks of those who 
have a tower and beam... with the blessings of the Roh-
nert Park planning agencies.  As you can see, it was a 
tight fit getting a 51-foot crankup tower and SteppIR 
DB18 up in the air.   
The lower of the two photos is taken from the neigh-
borsô  yard across the street.  I suspect the tower may 
rise a little bit at contest times. 

WX6B  photo 

K6SRZ photo 
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From Hiroki Katoôs article 

The Radios That Started and Ended WW 
II in the Pacific 
ñI was born in Hiroshima a month after the 
Pearl Harbor attack.  I was three and a half 
years old and lived with my family 20 miles 
from ground zero on that day in 1945.  
Twelve years later I entered high school.  
The school building, located less than two 
miles from where the bomb was dropped, 
had been rebuilt.  I got my first ham license 
in the same year and moved to the US after 
college in 1966.  For all these years, I have 
wondered about the radios used in those 
two historic missionsò. 

Right:  a restoration of the radio operatorôs 

position aboard the  Enola Gay (from the ar-

ticle). 

Novemberôs Guest speaker, Hiroki Kato, 

AH6CY 
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Illustrations from Hiroki Katoôs article 
The Paraset: a WW II Spy Radio You Can 
Buildðthe Ultimate Retro QRP Transceiv-
er  
(CQ Amateur Radio February 2016) 
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Getting ready for a county expedition 

Many REDXA members participated in the recent California QSO Party (CQP).  K6SRZ, N3RC, 

AA6YX, KU6F, and N6YEU joined county expeditions.  K6SRZ, Alan, N3RC, Roger, and AA6YX, 

Dave, were joined by K6DAJ, David, and AF6SA, Stefan, for an expedition to the wonderful Ma-

gruder Ranch in Potter Valley, Mendocino.  The MEND expedition signed W6PZ.  N6YEU, Fred, 

made one of his  many solo expeditionsðthis year a return to Trinity County.  Saraj, KU6F, joined 

the Ridge Runners club for a major M/M expedition to San Benito County, signing W6BX (she also 

donated her 1/9 share of W6BXôs big score to the REDXA entry in the CQP club competition).    

 

This issue of Sunspots includes many photos from these expeditions.  The content is heavy on mate-

rial from the Mendocino expedition because your editor was on that trip and thinks you might find 

it entertaining. 
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W6PZ, Potter Valley, Mendocino 
for CQP 2018.   
Ops K6SRZ, AA6YX, K6DAJ, N3RC, AF6SA. 
Apparently Mendocino Countyðespecially Men-
docino County on CWðhas been a rare county 
in past CQPôs.  So, this year, I (K6SRZ) , with a 
nudge from the CQP committee agreed to acti-
vate the multiplier, forgetting how much work 
these expeditions these take.  Fortunately, we 
had a great location and wonderful hosts. 

W6PZ was the call of  Fred 
Gallien of Oakland.  Fred was 
a Coast Guardsman  who 
worked and operated 
throughout the Pacific.  
When he died, his widow 
called upon the East Bay Am-
ateur Radio Club to help dis-
mantle Fredôs station.  As a 
then officer of the club, I got 
the assignment.  And, in ap-
preciation, Ms. Gallien be-
queathed the call to me and it 
now lives on as the Trinity 
County Contest Club.  

K6SRZ photo 
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Above:  the upper loft of the barn at Magruder Ranch.  One end of our 
Carolina Windom was suspended by a line through the small upper 
window.  Below: swimming hole and beach on the ranch (east fork of 
the north fork of the Russian River).   

K6SRZ 

K6SRZ 
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Kate Magruder (with the knife) and friend Laura (never did get her last name) loading the har-

vest from the Ranchôs abundant vegetable garden.  The W6PZ expeditioners had a healthy sup-

ply of fresh vegetables.  (Below) ranch hand Kyle Farmer with K3RC and AA6YX.  Kyle uses 

a drone to keep track of the herd on this large ranch.  

Magruder Ranch, site of the 
W6PZ expedition to Mendocino 
County comprises some 3000 
acres.  The ranch specialty is 
grass-fed beef.  Here in Sonoma 
County you can sometimes sam-
ple their product at Budôs Meats 
in Rohnert Park. 

 

Roger, N3RC, arranged for our 
accommodations on the ranch.  
We had our  own house com-
plete with beds, kitchen, and 
bathroom.  The bathroom, I 
should add, featured a very eco-
conscious (and very uncomforta-
ble) composting toilet that pro-
duced both organic matter and-
many laughs. 

 

We had almost unlimited space 
for setting up our stations, but 
not enough time to get a second 
tower up before the contest start-
ed.  If we do this next year, we 
may emulate the W6BX plan 
with LARGE separation between 
stations. 

 

If youôd never been to Potter 
Valley, you might think it was a 
mistake to choose this location 
for a radio operation.  The road 
from Ukiah  (state route 20 off 
of Highway 101) passes through 
a series of mountains with 
blocked take-off angles in all 
directions. And then, after 20 
minutes on the road  you enter a 
large, flat valley with unobstruct-
ed views  in all directions.  

K6SRZ 

 K6SRZ 


