
 

Weôll be ZOOMing our 

August meeting. 

 

Time 7:00 PM 

 

August 12 (Wednesday) 

 

ZOOM: 

 

meeting number 917 8189 

2793 password ********  

 

See page 4 of this issue for 

fur-ther instructions if youôre 

not familiar with ZOOM 
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Meeting Announcement 
 
 

 

²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ǿƛŀ ½hhaΦ hƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мнΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ сΥлл t5¢Φ LŦ ½hha ƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ 

information posting elsewhere in this issue of 

ά{ǳƴǎǇƻǘǎέΦ 
 

This month we welcome Marty Sullaway, NN1C. His 

presentation will cover Youth in Contesting  
 

Marty is a 18-year-old Extra Class radiosport aficionado 

living in Eastern Massachusetts. Marty has found himself 

operating at stations such as KC1XX, W1KM, K1LZ, K1VR, 

K1IR, 4X6TT, HH2AA, K6ND, K3LR, and K1TTT in some of 

the major DX contests. Marty has been fortunate to be a 

member of winning teams, having won both modes of CQ 

WW and ARRL DX contests in M/S and M/2 categories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REDXA Presidentôs Commentary  

 

Here we are in the doldrums of August and cycle 24. There are signs Ole Sol is 

awakening and the beginning of cycle 25 is on the way. Most predictions are 

that cycle 25 will be similar to 24. But, there is a recent forecast by a group of 5 

solar scientists that predict cycle 25 will probably be among the strongest solar 

cycles ever observed, and that it will almost certainly be stronger than present 

SC24 (116 spots) and most likely stronger than the previous cycle 23 (180 spots). 

 
Should these new optimistic predictions come to pass, 6m operators can look 

forward to some truly, never-before-seen, fall and winter propagation ... for at 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ όŎƻƴǘΦύ 
 

least three or more winters. With SSN values reaching the high two-hundreds or beyond, west coast operators can 

expect to see the 6m band often open before sunrise, most likely favoring Europe via the polar path or towards Africa via 

the trans-!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ǇŀǘƘΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ нлƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻ ΨǇƻƭŀǊ ŦƭǳǘǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Cн a¦C 

suffer very little path loss, they will probably be very strong. 

 

One certainty is, that if FT8 is still around by then, it and your soundcard will fold up quickly once the band opens with 

wall-to-wall S9++ signals. It may be useful during the first early minutes or during marginal openings, but knowing the 

signal levels that 6m F2 can produce, it will be like trying to use FT8 with dozens of new neighbors operating on your own 

block ... and you cŀƴ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƎǳŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿƻǊƪΗ !ǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ C¢у ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŜŀƪ-signal 

mode, but throw just one bone-ŎǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŀƳŜ-over ... on F2, there will be dozens of 

these! 
 

Such stellar conditions on 6m are ideally suited to CW or SSB and I think there will be a fast exodus from FT8 back to the 

ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻŘŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΦΦΦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ C¢уΣ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊǳŘŜ 

ŀǿŀƪŜƴƛƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ сƳ άƴƻ-coderέΣ ƴƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘǳƴƪŜǊ-down and learn CW ... by the time Cycle 25 becomes 

pro-ŘǳŎǘƛǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ /² 5· ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ 

QSO mode. 
 

If these predictions do occur, we could have a nŜǿ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧ The F2 Flu [Portions of  

article reprinted with permission from Steve, VE7SL) ð See full article here https://www.amateurradio.com/new-

hope-for-cycle-25/] 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ v{h ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƘŀƳ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŜȄǇƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ hǾŜǊ нмΣллл ƘŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

registered for this event! Coming to your laptop, tablet, and smartphone on August 8 and 9, 2020 and "on-demand" 

until September 9th, 2020. 
 
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/  
Participate in this ground breaking, virtual international amateur radio expo. Packed with world renowned 

speak-ers, exhibitors, and special conference rooms built on a virtual reality platform. Attend from the 

convenience of your desktop, laptop, tablet, or smartphone. See announcement elsewhere in Sunspots. 
 

I hope you all enjoyed our last meeting with renowned receiver guru Rob Sherwood. Save your pennies for 

the K4. 
 

Iõll start the Zoom meeting a little earlier, around 6 ð 6:15pm for a little social time. Grab your favorite drink 

of choice and join us for another great REDXA meeting. 
 

This month we welcome Marty Sullaway, NN1C, and his presentation will cover Youth in Contesting 
 

Marty is a 18-year-old Extra Class radiosport aficionado living in Eastern Massachusetts. Marty has found 

himself operating at stations such as KC1XX, W1KM, K1LZ, K1VR, K1IR, 4X6TT, HH2AA, K6ND, K3LR, and K1TTT 

in some of the major DX contests. Marty has been fortunate to be a member of winning teams, having won 

both modes of CQ WW and ARRL DX contests in M/S and M/2 categories. 
 

I hope to see you all this Wednesday. Stay safe and 73. Steve, K6JS 
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How to ZOOM for our August meeting 
 
 
 

Youth in Contesting 
by Marty Sullaway, NN1C 
 
 

 

Time: Aug 12, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Every month on the Second Wed, until Dec 9, 2020, 5 occurrence(s) 

Aug 12, 2020 07:00 PM 
Sep 9, 2020 07:00 PM 
Oct 14, 2020 07:00 PM 
Nov 11, 2020 07:00 PM  
Dec 9, 2020 07:00 PM 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 

Monthly: 
 
 
 

Join Zoom Meeting  
 

 

Meeting ID: 917 8189 2793 
Passcode: ********  
 

 

See below for audio only options 
One tap mobile 
+12133388477,,91781892793#,,,,,,0#,,432213# US (Los Angeles) 

+12532158782,,91781892793#,,,,,,0#,,432213# US (Tacoma) 

 

Dial by your location 
+1 213 338 8477 US (Los Angeles)  
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 206 337 9723 US (Seattle) 
Meeting ID: 917 8189 2793 

Passcode: ***** 
Find your local number: https://marincounty-org-dpw.zoom.us/u/ab48R4xzKT 
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From World Radio, October 1994: "Eleanor, KA6VEU, 
and Marilyn, N6VAW, became the first YLs to operate 
aboard the Pampanito and perhaps the first YLs to 
op-erate from any submarine." 

 

9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ƪŜȅΦ {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ ŀǊŜ άtƭŀƴƪ 
hǿƴŜǊǎέΣ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻƳǇŀƴƛǘƻΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ 
station. 

 

The Pompanito is now designated a National Historic 
Landmark and is berthed at the San Francisco Maritime 
National Park Association at Pier 45 in San Francisco.  
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Seems like just ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΧ 

 

The article from the 

Pacific Sun follows on the 

next page. 
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άaȅ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΗέ 
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